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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 026154 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON REPORTED DISTURBANCES IN ZAIRE 

1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED ON CONTINGENCY BASIS 
FOR DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN: 

QUOTE QUESTION: INTERNATIONAL RADIO NEWSCASTS, INCLUDING 
THE VO A AND THE BBC, AS WELL AS WIRE SERVICES, CARRIED 
A REPORT AT THE WEEKEND BASED ON AN INTERVIEW BY THE 
BELGIAN NEWS AGENCY BELGA WITH JOHN TSHOMBE, SON OF THE 
LATE KATANGAN AND CONGOLESE LEADER MOISE TSHOMBE. THE 
REPORT REFERS TO POPULAR UPRISINGS IN LUBUMBASHI AND OTHER 
POPULATION CENTERS IN THE SHABA PROVINCE OF ZAIRE. DO 
YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THE VERACITY OF 
TSHOMBE'S ASSERTIONS? 

ANSWER: NO. WE TOO HAVE HEARD THESE REPORTS OF DISORDER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN SHABA BUT HAVE NOTHING TO CONFIRM THEM. 

QUESTION: IS THE US GOVERNMENT CONCERNED AT THESE REPORTS? 

ANSWER: NO. AS I SAID, WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY POPULAR 
UPRISINGS IN LUBUMBASHI AND ELSEWHERE IN SHABA. AND THE 
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ZAIRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS WE 
HAVE SEEN, HAS FORMERLY DENIED THAT "ANY NEW TROUBLES 
HAVE BROKEN OUT IN THE ZAIRE REGION OF SHABA." THERE IS, 
THEREFORE, NO BASIS FOR CONCERN AT THIS TIME. UNQUOTE. 

2. REPORTS ON TSHOMBE INTERVIEW HAVE NOT APPEARED IN 
AMERICAN PRESS AS YET TO OUR KNOWLEDGE AND QUESTION DID 
NOT ARISE AT NOON BRIEFING YESTERDAY OR TODAY. 

3. DECLASSIFY ON RECEIPT. VANCE 
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QUOTE QUESTION: INTERNATIONAL RADIO NEWSCASTS, INCLUDING 
THE VO A AND THE BBC, AS WELL AS WIRE SERVICES, CARRIED 
A REPORT AT THE WEEKEND BASED ON AN INTERVIEW BY THE 
BELGIAN NEWS AGENCY BELGA WITH IOHN TSHOMBE, SON OF THE 
LATE KATANGAN AND CONGOLESE LEADER MOISE TSHOMBE. THE 
REPORT REFERS TO POPULAR UPRISINGS IN LUBUMBASHI AND OTHER 
POPULATION CENTERS IN THE SHABA PROVINCE OF ZAIRE. DO 
YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THE VERACITY OF 
TSHOMBE'S ASSERTIONS? 

ANSWER: NO. WE TOO HAVE HEARD THESE REPORTS OF DISORDER 
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IN SHABA BUT HAVE NOTHING TO CONFIRM THEM. 

QUESTION: IS THE US GOVERNMENT CONCERNED AT THESE REPORTS? 

ANSWER: NO. AS I SAID, WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY POPULAR 
UPRISINGS IN LUBUMBASHI AND ELSEWHERE IN SHABA, AND THE 

ZAIRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS WE 
HAVE SEEN, HAS FORMERLY DENIED THAT "ANY NEW TROUBLES 
HAVE BROKEN OUT IN THE ZAIRE REGION OF SHABA." THERE IS, 
THEREFORE, NO BASIS FOR CONCERN AT THIS TIME. UNQUOTE. 
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NOT ARISE AT NOON BRIEFING YESTERDAY OR TODAY. 
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